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The Federation Raises the Bar on Jewish Education

(April 23—Dallas) The officers of the Federation met recently and unanimously affirmed the selection of the Center for Jewish Education (CJE) as the new name of the Jewish Education Department. The Center for Jewish Education aspires to be the premier Jewish education convener and facilitator in the Greater Dallas community. With its remodeled facility and expanded resources, the Tycher Library (in the Mankoff Center for Jewish Learning) is the centerpiece of the CJE and is an excellent community resource.
One of the goals of the CJE is to build a community of Jewish educators. This includes creating an online resource for teachers to share ideas and seek advice, in addition to providing opportunities for professional development. Through the advisory boards of Early Childhood Directors, Religious Schools and Youth Directors, the Center for Jewish Education will get input to improve the quality of its Professional Development offerings. The CJE will also keep our educators apprised about other professional development opportunities in the community, including scholarships and grants.

 The CJE will also continue to fund and oversee the following programs:
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The Special Needs Initiative
Through the hard work of its founder, Louis Zweig, and many other dedicated individuals, the Special Needs Initiative is becoming an excellent resource for children with developmental and learning challenges. What started as a search for resources so that a child with Asperger Syndrome could prepare for his Bar Mitzvah has become a project that is helping many other children (and their families) with special needs. Its goal is to create a community of families that will promote social relationships, share best practices, and create a warm and inviting environment for all special needs families.


Mission of the Center for Jewish Education of the Jewish Federation of Greater Dallas: 

To serve as the resource to facilitate and convene the Jewish community; to enrich existing programs and serve as a catalyst for new Jewish education initiatives. To support Jewish education as the critical link in ensuring Jewish continuity and the increased engagement of all members of the Greater Dallas Jewish community.

Yom Limud—This community-wide program provides continuing education for day school, religious school and early childhood educators.


Jewish Youth Tzedakah Foundation—This program provides opportunities for its teenage participants to get real life experience in practicing Tzedakah while learning how philanthropy makes a difference in the world.


Campership Incentive Program—In collaboration with the Foundation for Jewish Camp, the Jewish Federation of Greater Dallas and the Dallas Jewish Community Foundation, this program offers an opportunity to reach out to lesser-affiliated families whose children may have never experienced Jewish summer camp.


Dallas Jewish LearningFest—LearningFest is dedicated to helping the community to expand their knowledge of Judaism and what it means to be Jewish.


Community Read—This initiative encourages individuals, book clubs and the general community to read a designated book (This past year it Michael Lavigne’s, Not Me) and then to have an event, usually with the author present, to discuss the meaning of the selected reading.


Israel Education /Engagement―Through this outreach, the CJE will examine opportunities to strengthen our relationship with Israel, including working with the iCenter ―a project of the Schusterman Foundation and the Jim Joseph Foundation, to develop cutting-edge programs and pilot projects in Dallas.








 











